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THE ANGLO-FRENCH ENTENTE OF 1904
M. Delcasse, who became French Minister of Foreign
Affairs in June, 1898, is said to have declared thatjhe first
object of his policy woulcfloe to secu^^a
jyith England* If France were to expand her colonial en£
pire and some day recover Alsace-Lorraine, the age-long
hostility with England must be ended. Delcasse therefore
took steps toward a reconciliation with "perfidious Albion."
He approved a treaty settling a long-standing dispute as
to Anglo-French boundaries in the Niger Valley, A few
months later, in the face of Kitchener's troops and in defi-
ance of traditional French feelings, he had yielded to the
British at Fashoda. On March 21, 1899, he reached an
agreement with England delimiting French
spheres of Influence in the region between the Upper Nile
and the Congo.   He had done what he could to open the"
*"Wa^foin5eTW"Anglo-French relations.
But public opinion in the two countries was still hostile.
It was further aggravated by the Boer War. To overcome
this was part of the work of Sir Thomas Barclay. Looking
at the two countries from a commercial rather than a diplo-
matic point of view, he secured the approval of Salisbury
and Delcasse for a visit to Paris of British Chambers of
Commerce in 1900. The banquet of 800 at which he presided
proved an encouraging success. This was the year of the
great Paris Exposition, and thousands of other British
visitors flocked to the French capital. These visits were
followed by (foliations of FreiijdH^h
to England,_ jswd.by 4^^
ment. and their sives.  With the ground thus pre-
pared, Sir Thomas Barclay began to agitate for the conclu-
sion of an Anglo-French Treaty of Arbitration, which should
remove possible causes of friction and place the future of
the two countries beyond the dangerous reach of popular

